MUG GENERAL MEETING 25 OCTOBER 2008                    ENCLOSURE 2





MILLFIELDS USERS’ GROUP





Minutes of General Meeting of the Users’ Group on Monday 19th May 2008 at All Souls Church, Overbury Street, Clapton E5








1	MEMBERSHIP OF THE GROUP AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE





Present: Titus Adam; Terry Argent; Becky Baur; Elizabeth Baylis; Mervin Bennett; David Brunetti; Andy Buckwell; Clare Conway; Tim Evans; Daniel Farmer;  Paul Foinette [Parks Manager]; Vivienne Foxley; Amanda Green [LBH Community Safety Team]; Rose Greenwood; Louise Hart [Notetaker];Hamilton Hawksworth;  Bhavesh Hindocha; Emma Jack; Barbara Kates; Claire Kelly; Andrew Kraft; Kriss Lee; Philip Lightowlers; Samantha Miller; Minna Orsimo; Anna O’Brien; Anna O’Sullivan; John O’Sullivan ;Sarah Pletts; Ian Rathbone; Philip Sawyer; Cllr. M.S.Siddiqui; Ann Thesenvitz; Phil Vine; Brian Weller; Nary Wijeratne; 





Apologies: Monica Argent; Dierdre Cartwright; Melanie Haway; Elanor Jackson; Gill Jackson [Parks Support Worker]; Linda Kelly; Christine King; Carys Miller; Cllr. Deniz Oguzkanli; Sgt Joel Sadler [Community Police]; Sue Weller;Sally Simmonds; Nicky Wilkins;








2	PARKS MANAGER’S REPORT





5 new benches had been placed along the new path on the south east side. Paul Foinette (PF) is investigating possibilities and figures for expenditure on Millfields to be agreed in consultation with users.





The Users’ group was considering reinstating the paddling pool on the north side or converting it into a skate park. PF outlined an alternative proposal for a more environmentally friendly water option by converting it  to a splash area with pressure pads and jets of water. 	PF





PF introduced the idea of a MUGA - multi use games area - on the hard standing currently used for tennis and basketball - estimated cost £30,000 with floodlighting. Questions were raised about spending this much money with the possible undesirable outcome of preventing informal use. PF and Committee to reconsider, and perhaps merely upgrade current surface. Members asked whether a concrete table-tennis table could be added - like the one on London Fields. PF and Committee to consider.





Convert toilet block in childrens’ playground to sports changing rooms and toilets - PF to discuss onsite with building surveyor.	PF





Possibility of more bins and benches which will come out of revenue budget, 





Questions followed regarding siting of MUGA, replacement of bins and after a stabbing in Casimir Rd a plea to consult with Riverside residents (Janet Harding) re anti social behaviour.	Comm





3	NEW IDEAS FOR MILLFIELDS - HAVE YOUR SAY





3.1	Discussion of Perceived Problems





Lack of public toilets (good few supporting)





Dog waste – this is a big issue, LBH has a new enforcement team which will first advise and then enforce fines. Dog waste is no longer classified as hazardous, a decision needs to be made re dog waste bins which highlight the need or more general bins.





Location of benches needs to be considered in relation to anti-social behaviour.[youths vandalising benches on North side]. Use of motor bikes by youths - a problem raised by a few users.





Very little provision for over 8s we need things for young people to do. Young people are fearful of using Millfields.





Cricketers leave too much litter and have illegal barbecues. 





General problem of litter [bottles and cans] - are there enough litter bins? Is there sufficient cleaning?





3,2	Discussion of Proposed New Initiatives





Questionaires  distributed at meeting, agreed August deadline for return to enable other groups e.g. young people to be consulted.





The compensation money from contractors for infringement of Millfields should not be taken by the Council and disappear into the general budget. It is important that MUG sets the priorities





The existing toilets could be renovated but would still not be generally accessible.





Skateboard site or ‘splash area’ for paddling pool site - whichever use needs to be high quality.





The Lodge could be converted into toilets a cafe and changing rooms.


Considerable support for café provision for Millfields.





The basketball area could be improved - area should be resurfaced  (last time an inferior job was done), and new hoops.


Call for more structured activity for older children [football at present].


Sporting use balanced by need for ‘quiet enjoyment’.





Community Orchard – proposal to plant 40 fruit trees on the south side with a 2 year care plan and education package would cost £13,000, (general support from those present)





Former Bandstand area – proposal to have a band there on six Sundays per year. Very little support.





Priorities of Councillors inc. Cllr.Siddiqui; the development of the Lodge is key to the whole park and the way it operates; at present there is no way to find a ranger. Hillstowe St  residents would like the Lodge improved/redeveloped.





There were questions as to why people with business planning skills were being asked to volunteer to develop proposals when eg Laings have those skills and should be persuaded to donate them..





Suggestion for organisation of Summer festival/fete - could be informal (face painting, dog show).





3.3	Discussion of Allotments





Philip Lightowler  outlined the proposal for the quiet corner between the river and the National Grid site. There is a huge demand in Hackney with over 300 people on the waiting list,; this site could provide 20 allotments and be an opportunity for people to learn about gardening..





Main opposition that it is a public park and should all be kept for public use.Allotments have to be fenced - private not public space. Might be more support for a public ‘allotments area’ to be used to  teach youngsters how to grow food.





Suggestion that Beecholme Estate has unused allotments in Casimir  


Road?





3.4	Members present were urged to complete their questionnaires.





AGREED: Committee to consider outcome of discussion and analysis of questionnaires, and agree a programme of strategic improvements.	Comm








4	CYCLE PATH ACROSS SOUTH MILLFIELDS





Philip Sawyer introduced his report and described a number of problems with the present dual use path. Cyclists can achieve speeds of over 20 miles an hour which is generally dangerous as dogs,children etc could stray into their path, there have been a number of incidents recently and some cyclists have harassed park users.





Hackney Cycling Campaign (HCC) advised that the path should not be defined in its present form where a white line supposedly divides cyclists from pedestrians. The white line should be taken away, then cyclists would no longer think they have right of way but defer to pedestrians. There could also be a consciousness raising campaign to advise cyclists to slow down and the ‘ two tings’ campaign to alert pedestrians. 





AGREED: to accept the HTC advice and return the path to mixed use.	PF





5	BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS NEAR MILLFIELDS





Members discussed the implications of building developments on or adjacent to Millfields, ie





142 Leabridge Road


EDF/national Grid electricity substations


Laings


Essex Wharf (on Lea opposite N Millfields)





AGREED: to continue to keep these developments under review, and comment where appropriate in the interest of protecting Millfields.	Comm





6	CONSITUTION - CHANGE OF NAME





The Committee had considered changing the name from Millfields Park Recreation Ground, in accordance with the decision of the AGM.





AGREED: that the name of the Group be ‘Millfields Users’ Group’ and the Constitution be altered accordingly.





7	FINANCE REPORT





	Nothing to report.





8	DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING





AGREED: Saturday 23rd August at 1.00 pm.,venue to be decided.	Comm





9	ANY OTHER BUSINESS





	There was no other business and the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.


