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Park Manager - Millfields Report  25 10 08





Master Planning


I am aware that this is dealt with separately on the Agenda, and that Bob, Brian, and Ian are meeting with John Wade on 22 October to discuss the launch of the ‘Master Plan’ consultation. I am also clear that some proposals already decided and funded will progress without waiting for the Master Plan [eg. Orchard, Tennis/Basketball upgrade - see below..





Cricket Table Protection


I purchased a plastic protection post and chain set from one of our suppliers, but equipment that works fine for private cricket clubs appears not to be the solution for a publicly accessible pitch because it has been vandalised. [the alignment of the new, plastic posts allowed them to be used as ‘goalposts’ with damaging effect on the grass]. We have now ordered  ‘bespoke’  equipment from another company which fabricates a more robust metal version that we will install on all three cricket squares borough wide. I anticipate that these will be in place during November





With the nights drawing in Tony (the groundsman) has noticed a decrease in misuse of the area, however we will be reverting back to the nationally used, rope pin and blue rope until the fabricated metal posts arrive in November. 





With regard to the undulation of the outfield, I will be top dressing the area affected by the track that cut through the area a few years ago, and will be concentrating on other smaller areas where there is a significant dip, but have no budget for carrying out  works on the bulk of the field to the scale that is really required. so will need to concentrate on the smaller areas.





Cycle Path 


I have been emailing Mrs Cantrell from Traffic management who I have been informed is the correct person to talk to, she appears to be having difficulty in obtaining the correct information. I would appreciate some assistance on this on, I know Tim has some contact from the London Cycle Campaign. If a contact could be passed on to me this would be greatly appreciated.





Basket Ball/Orchard.


 I have been liasing with Amreetha from 3G, and she has informed me of the final sign off for the money for Community Orchard and Tennis/Basketball Court upgrade. I hope therefore that tree planting can be organised for next month.





Toilet Block in North Millfields Playground


I have agreed with Brian Weller that I will arrange for a contractor to visit the site and draw up plans for the repair/renovation which the User Group has asked for [for sports changing rooms, toilets, equipment storage, and a small ranger office]. Hopefully this 


will be available for the Committee to consider at the meeting to be held in November.





New Childrens Play Equipment for South Millfields





I am pleased to have acquired three substantial pieces of children’s play equipment [climbing frames, slides, etc.] which can be sited on South Millfields in the fenced section adjacent to the former Park Lodge. They are in store and can be erected as soon as limited clearance of the woodland undergrowth has been carried out. More benches will be erected for parents, and I will ask for relocation of waste bins to suit the new use of the site.





If the creation of a cafeteria in a renovated Park Lodge proceeds [after the ‘Master  Plan consultation] then hopefully the site will be appropriate for parents/carers to use the café whilst their children use the play equipment.





Paul Foinette - 17/10/08
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