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MILLFIELDS USERS’ GROUP GENERAL MEETING - 25 OCTOBER 2008








SECRETARY’S REPORT





1	New Residential Development Proposals





We received a letter on 12 September from Waltham Forest Planning Department reporting that the proposal to build 3 seven story blocks of flats on the informal commercial site at Essex Wharf adjoining the Lee Navigation opposite North Millfields had been rejected.





Clearly that is not the end of the matter. There is to be an appeal against the rejection to be heard by a Planning Inspector The site has been sold and the new owner has cleared the site and removed the fence which shielded it from Millfields. An exhibition/consultation on building proposals by the new owner took place on Tuesday 7 October from 3.00 to 8.00 pm in the Lea Valley Ice Centre. These proposals contain some even higher tower blocks but were presented as having better environmental and landscaping consideration. A planning application is expected based on these new proposals is expected.





The proposal to demolish the industrial units at 38-40 Upper Clapton  Rd [Old Tram Depot] and build six blocks of 6 storeys has re-emerged. There was also a meeting attended by Casimir Road residents on Tuesday 7 October at 7.00 pm in B6 Sixth Form College at which Hackney planners and the scheme architects were present. Further news may be available at the MUG General Meeting.





2	Funding of Millfields Strategic Development





Ian Rathbone and Brian Weller have been pressing Council departments for information about compensation from developers of local residential projects already agreed where builders are on site. New homes will clearly produce  more users of our green space and resources will be needed to allow for greater use. We have learned that around £150,000 of planning gain [“section 106 money”] has been identified from the major housing developments adjacent to Millfields. We are not yet clear whether all of this money is  specifically for use on Millfields, nor how it can be accessed, but we are  proposing that  it should form part of the ‘Master Plan’ considerations as resources potentially available to support the capital cost of strategic development of Millfields. 





3	Parks Department - Interviews with Park Users





Hackney Parks Forum [HPF] is a federation of Park User Groups in Hackney, and the Forum Committee, which includes Ian Rathbone and Brian Weller, now meets regularly with the Hackney Council Parks Department





At a recent meeting between HPF and Parks Department, Council officers announced an intention to survey Park Users as a means of improving management and developments in Parks and green spaces, We stressed the need to involve User Groups very closely in these proposals to avoid duplication of effort and confusion for users.





4	National Grid - Overhead Line Dismantle Programme





National Grid recently announced that dismantling pylons would commence in October. Proposals with dates were;





29 Sept. to 10 Oct.	removal of the electricity cables (within park)


11 Oct. to 12 Oct. 	pylon dismantling (within substation)


13 Oct. to 15 Oct.	pylon foundation removal (within substation)





There was to be substantial vehicle movement and weekend working because “power will need to be switched off at some points during the work”.





Residents around South Millfields will by now have experienced this work. We have been trying to establish whether EDF, who have a parallel substation and overhead line project will be carrying out similar works and when.pylon removal will then move across Hackney Marshes to the ‘Olympic Park’. 





5	Olympic Parklands, Public Realm, and Greenway





We received (very short) notice of a community meeting and site visit  for Hackney and Tower Hamlets organised by the Olympic Development Authority again on Tuesday 7 October at the Hackney Wick  Community Association, in  Eastway..





The intention was to show the latest designs for Parklands and Greenway and facilitate questions to ODA staff responsible for the projects.We would welcome information from any member who attended this meeting. We are absolutely adjacent to Hackney Marshes and want to monitor closely any other Olympic development which might affect Millfields. 





6	Museum of the River





Ian Rathbone is continuing to pursue the possibility of establishing a Museum  of the River in The Old Schoolroom adjacent to Millfields, or some other community use. The Schoolroom, though protected as a historic building, is on the 142 Leabridge Rd. site and owned by Vista Homes  Ian will report on a meeting of potential stakeholders held in July and on more recent action. 


