MILLFIELDS USERS’ GROUP



Minutes of General Meeting of the Users’ Group on Saturday 25th 

October 2008 at All Souls Church, Overbury Street, Clapton E5





1	MEMBERSHIP OF GROUP AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Present: Katy Andrews; Bob Benge; Claire Kelly; Vivienne Foxley;. Anna 

O’Sullivan; John O’Sullivan; Cllr. Ian Rathbone [Chair]; Elizabeth Sawyer-Bayliss; Philip Sawyer; Cllr M.S. Siddiqui; Anne Thesenvitz;; Brian Weller [Secretary]



In Attendance: Metropolitan Police Leabridge Safer Neighbourhood Team



Apologies: Tim Evans; Paul Foinette (Parks Manager); Emma Jack; Gill 	

Jackson (Parks Support Worker); Christine Kings; Cllr. Julius Nkafu; Cllr. Sharon Patrick; Phil Vine. 



Brian Weller reported that Agendas had been sent by email to 101 members and posted to 32 who had no email address.



Membership issues: Anne Thesenvitz and David Bronetti  from 16 Hillstowe St.            TE

(Park Lodge ) did not get e-mailed papers. Claire is still getting mail for a 

non-existent Carol Kelly at her address.



2	MINUTES OF MEETING ON 19 MAY 2008



The Minutes were AGREED as a true record except that Katy Andrews was present.



Matters arising not on the present Agenda were;



Minute 3.3 Cllr Rathbone reported that the allotment idea  would be put on a back burner for the moment. It was agreed that it would only be discussed again if it could be an ‘access for all’ project.



Minute 8



Date of this General meeting was changed to 25th October by Committee as no-one likely to attend in August.



Cllr Siddiqui said thank you to Committee for exerting pressure to get money for initial park improvements



3	A ‘MASTER PLAN’ FOR MILLFIELDS



It was recalled that  the May General Meeting had discussed a range of new 

initiatives for Millfields and the priorities attached to them by members. A questionnaire survey followed.

The Committee had discussed these priorities at length with Hackney Council

Parks Department as a result of which the Council had agreed to take our ideas forward as a wider  ‘Master Plan’ consultation for Millfields, starting soon and reporting in Spring 2009.



The meeting was informed that at the heart of the ‘Master Plan’ will be our ideas for Park Lodge renovation. It will also cover other key suggestions, eg upgrading the toilet block in the children’s playground, landscaping and renewing the area currently occupied by John Laing as a builders yard, and providing toilets for public use.



Ideas which were fully agreed, eg. planting a community  orchard of 40 traditional fruit trees, renewing tennis/basketball courts; and returning the South Millfields cycle path to safer mixed use, would go ahead and not be delayed by the ‘Master Plan’. 



Brian Weller pointed out that in the letter from National Grid confirming that money 

was available for the orchard and the courts upgrade, they have still described this 

project as a MUGA or multi use games area (£27,600). Cllr Rathbone to ensure that

they are aware that we do not want a MUGA but resurfacing and replacement of        IR

nets and hoops.



Bob Benge, Ian Rathbone and Brian Weller had met with John Wade, Hackney’s  new Head of Green Spaces, to agree details. Springfield Park had recently completed a consultation exercise which their User Group had been fairly happy with and which would be used as a template for the Millfields consultation.



Ian Rathbone read out the draft questions which had been discussed with John Wade. As a result of that discussion a final draft questionnaire will be issued for comment before being used in the public consultation . Members commented on the need to clarify some of the language in the questionnaire, ie ‘energy-centre’ and ‘biodiversity’, and hoped that the survey phase would take place before Christmas so that the Master Plan can be finalised from March 2009. 



Elizabeth Bayliss, who is Executive Director of Social Action for Health, Hackney reported that 60 students from UCL doing a Masters degree in planning and sustainability were currently undertaking a wide ranging survey in the Lower Lea Valley to measure responses to the Olympics with a view to improving the use of the marshes area. She hoped that the results of this exercise (due in December) could also feed into the master plan. Ian suggested that the way to do  this would be  by liaison between the UCL dept and the consultant working on the  master plan.  Brian asked for details to be sent to him so that he could facilitate this co-ordination.   

                                                                                                                               EB/BW                                                                                     



Ian felt that it was very important that all the residential areas surrounding all sides 

of the park be consulted and Brian felt that with £25,000 available there should be 

no excuse not to cover the entire 2000 or so households. Both emphasised that 

the focus of the master plan was to be the redevelopment of the Lodge as a community resource.



Claire reported on the Play Pathfinder project. Hackney had raised £2.5 million to build play structures across the borough. Daniel Fitzpatrick the Pathfinder Officer at the Learning Trust was asking  Millfields User Group to circulate and participate in a survey to find out if people want new/improved play equipment on Millfields – deadline end of November. If Millfields were selected the Learning Trust would set up a workshop with stakeholders and residents to discuss ideas and another session with design consultants. He has to conduct some training sessions and asked for a date for a training session in the Millfields area. It was agreed to send the survey out to a list of stakeholders. Claire would compile a list with help from Ian and send out the survey.

	CK/IR 



Brian reported that there was a pot of money available from various of the developers currently building adjacent to Millfields, resulting from ‘Planning Obligations’ accepted by developers as part of their planning consents. It was at least £150,000 so far and there might be more from Vision Homes, Laings, and . from National Grid and EDF as compensation for their lengthy occupation of part of South Millfields. A considerable amount would be needed for the Lodge renovation which could be a model of energy efficiency as envisaged in Titus

Adam’s “business plan”.



AGREED:



(a)	that a ‘Master Plan’ exercise be welcomed, and that the consultation

	phase be completed before Christmas so that development and

	implementation could start in Spring 2009;					BW



      that the ‘Springfield Park’ model was acceptable;



(c)       that the ‘Master Plan’ needs to identify resources (capital and revenue)

 	to match the identified priorities;



(d)	that some initiatives, eg Orchard planting and Courts resurfacing (and

	perhaps Pathfinder play project) would proceed in advance of Master

	Plan;



(e)      that the UCL survey should be linked as far as possible with the LBH

           consultation, to avoid confusion and duplication. 				 EB/BW

	

4	PARK MANAGER’S REPORT



Brian reported that Paul Foinette had been promoted to one of two senior Parks

Managers posts in the new structure. He would still be responsible for Millfields.



The meeting commented on some issues in Paul’s written report as follows;



(a) members felt that the delay on sorting out the cycle path across Millfields South was getting ridiculous, and that Trevor Parsons (London Cycling Campaign) needed to be put in touch with Paul Foinette as soon as possible. 



Contractor floor plans for the toilet block refurbishments should be ready 

  for the next Millfields Committee meeting.



New play equipment was available for the picnic area in South Millfields, just waiting for clearance of undergrowth. Claire asked that this should happen as soon as possible. Bob asked for appropriate signage.



Katy reported on the pile of dumped tyres in the Youngs Brewery car park by the “Princess of Wales” pub. Community police officer present  reported that the matter was In hand after a visit by police and LBH officials.



AGREED: to thank Paul for his report and draw the Committee’s comments to his attention.	BW



5	SECRETARY’S REPORT



Written report circulated with Agenda. Members commented as follows;



New residential development proposals



Waltham Forest had rejected the application for three seven storey blocks

on the Essex wharf canalside immediately opposite N. Millfields. That decision was being appealed by the former owner, who had, however, sold

the land to new developers, who were working up a new planning application for a series of tower blocks, one of which would be 12 storeys high. The new owners had also discussed with British Waterways a reopening of the ‘oxbow’

on the canal adjacent to the site, to form an island with moorings.



Katy Andrews handed over a copy of the Lammas Lands Defence 

Committee evidence to the planning appeal, and a critique of the role of

British Waterways as a developer rather than a guardian of public waterways.



Ian spoke about  the Tram Shed site at 38-40 Upper Clapton Road which is proposed for demolition and redevelopment into six story flats and some 3200 sq. m of commercial floorspace. He invited members to a meeting at 5.30 on Thursday 30th October at the Town Hall to brief councillors on the loss of jobs.



Members commented on the erosion of the local industrial heritage.



Another survey of Millfields



Primary Care Trust were developing a multi-layered project to tackle obesity,

part of which might include a public survey of people in Parks in Hackney.



Undergrounding of electricity

 

National Grid timetable for removal of cables from pylons  had changed to Nov 1 & 2. EDF would carry out similar works in early December 



Ian commented that most of our ‘compensation’ approaches to date had been

to National Grid, but EDF were similarly involved in disruptive operations on 

Millfields. He had therefore contacted EDF  who had responded as follows;



“ I can confirm that EDF Energy has not received the Millfields Master Plan

document which I understand contains a number of suggestions for contributions from National Grid and EDF Energy. I had already confirmed

with Paul Foinette that EDF would consider contributions if presented to us..



National Grid has subsequently passed on a ‘community gains proposal’

spreadsheet, which we are considering.”



Brian Weller commented that it was good news that EDF “would consider

contributions” but bad news that they were apparently  being asked to share

National Grid’s small contributions to date, rather than being ‘saved’ for a 

major contribution to what might be a £350,000 bill for full renovation of the

former Park Lodge. 



Ian reported his understanding that EDF’s Millfields electricity project seems to have got bigger as they are now proposing a tunnel from St. Johns Wood to Millfields to lay a cable (not to do with Olympics) and they may well be in the park until 2015



Elizabeth reported that the site manager of the National Grid worksite seemed to be very keen to contribute to the community and seemed to be happy with the idea of a mural on their site hoardings which they would pay for.  Ian agreed to speak to National Grid about contacting local schools regarding the idea of an art project involving local children painting a mural on  the hoardings, perhaps with a local history theme..



Field Day/Fun Day 31August 2008.



Brian reported on the successful Field Day on 31st August and thanked everyone who took part. Claire circulated photos which are available on Kriss Lee’s website



Phil Sawyer reported that the day had brought together various local people who had subsequently met to plan a Halloween lantern procession on Friday 31st October with dogs in fancy dress. He asked to use the Hackney Homes portakabin as a base. Ian said that this could be arranged via Paul Foinette. 



AGREED:



(a) that the Group monitor applications for local residential development 

     in order to object to proposals harmful to the amenity of Millfields, and

     in order to mitigate additional demand on the open space by seeking

     the agreement by planning officers of s.106 contributions from 

     developers;									           BW



that the Secretary communicate with National Grid and EDF regarding

     contributions for the development of Millfields;                                             BW



(c) that the thanks of the Committee to the contributors to the Fun/Field  Day 

     be endorsed and the proposals for Hallowe’en be welcomed.









6	FINANCE REPORT



Claire reported that there was a bank balance of  £201, from which would be

deducted  £13 for food and drink at the first AGM and  £40 for field pins bought for the Fun Day. Ian said that we were still waiting to cost a bench memorial plaque for Gerald Laufer (bench provided by Paul Foinette).



7	DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING



AGREED : Monday 19th January 7pm same venue



8	ANY OTHER BUSINESS



8.1	Ian reported that the Vicar of All Souls was organising a carol service 

in Gilpin Square on December 20th at 4.30pm. All would be welcome Ian advised that, following a suggestion to hold a carol service in Millfields Park, it might be better for the group to join in the Gilpin Square event.



8.2      Three members of the Metropolitan Police  Leabridge Safer 

Neighbourhood Team introduced themselves and encouraged User 

Group members to attend their Community Action Panel (CAP) meetings held every 18 weeks.  The venue for the next meeting on 26th November at 7.30pm would be St. John Ambulance at the top of Mildenhall Road. Meetings usually lasted 45 minutes, and were a way to raise community concerns without going through the 999 or Stoke Newington/Shoreditch offices.  Philip raised the issue of dogs chewing trees and the officer said that they had had a meeting with the Park manager about this 6 months ago and he had said he would put cages around the trees, but still hadn’t done so.



    Claire asked about the reinstatement of the area currently used by 

           Laings as a building yard. It was agreed that the Committee should at   

           its next meeting put together a reinstatement proposal to go to Laings 

           via the Parks Manager.



8.4	Vivienne Foxley had attended the community meeting organised by the 

           Olympic Development Authority on 7 October in Hackney Wick and 

talked to George Middleton, Community Relations Executive, ODA, One  

Churchill Place , Canary Wharf, London E14 5LN [203 0236 579]. She 

thought he would be willing to give a talk to the user group if asked.



8.5	The licensed occupants of the Lodge asked for reassurance that they 

would not have to move out imminently as Camelot only legally have to 

give them 2 weeks notice. Ian reassured them that work on the Lodge 

would certainly not commence until March 2009 and probably  not before the summer. It was agreed that the best course of action was for them to keep in touch with the User Group.



Close of meeting		3.10 pm.


